his home not intending to return. His hope is always to come back rich, to die and be buried where his ancestors are buried." -A.H. Smith (1) T he fast increase of ethnic minorities in western countries has led not only to more keen attention to differences in cardiovascular diseases and risk factors among ethnic groups but also to a need to understand the impact of the outcome of cardiovascular diseases and their treatment as a public health issue (2) (3) (4) . Heart failure (HF) is a world epidemic with high morbidity and mortality (5) , and although there are data on the effect of HF in different ethnicities, there is also a paucity of large-scale HF studies that include diagnosis, risk factors, and management among ethnicities (2) (3) (4) 6) . Large clinical trials have also failed to include sufficient numbers of ethnic minorities to allow analyses by subgroup (7) (8) (9) . In general, however, the cardiology literature has been replete with reports of racial differences between AfricanAmerican patients with HF and Caucasians, and more recently, there have been additional data on HF in Hispanics, mostly within the United States (4,10,11). In contrast, Asian subjects are usually classified as 1 race or ethnicity, with little differentiation among the many individual geographic backgrounds, which may also differ significantly in the epidemiology of their HF. Often the term "Asian" is used to include both Chinese and South Asians, or the more amorphous term "other" is used to encompass any non-Hispanic groups. In parallel to the label of "His- relationships relevant to the contents of this paper to disclose. 
